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summary

Preliminary Study on Directions
to Realization of Korean Urban Space.

Kwon, Young Sang
Youm, Chirl Ho
Ko, Eun Jeong

1. Introduction

The purpose of the study is to review previous discussions on Korean urban space and identify
the trends in relevant studies, in preparation for a series of studies planned for the future that
are aimed at the realization of Korean urban space and establishment of Korean urban design
theories. The study has a nature of preliminary examination for the future studies. Accordingly,
this study is composed of three parts: review on previous discussions on Korean urban space,

review on previous studies, and sectoral trends in relevant studies and future prospect.

2. Review of Previous Theories

In Chapter Two, the study examines previous theories and discussion on Korean urban space,
identifying the trends. The first active debates on Korean urban space occurred in the field of
architecture. In the 1960's and 1970's, the discussions began through state-led design contest

projects which attracted much social interest.

Since the late 1980's, discussions on 'Koreanness' had gradually shifted from cross-historical
topics such as interpretation on tradition to topics that are of the same age such as
contemporaneousness and modernness in the 1990's and afterwards. According to this study, this

led the disputed point to shift from tradition to Koreanness.



3. Review of Previous Studies on Urban Space of Korea

In Chapter Three, the study examines previous studies on Korean urban space, identifying the
trends by period. In regard of this, the study reviews studies related to urban space of Japan and

China, Korea's neighboring countries.

The study has examined, by theme, approximately 600 studies on Korean urban space, which
had been conducted over the past 20 years. The results show that most of the studies on 'urban
structure' carried out in early stages were on Korean urban structure; however, the number tended
to gradually decrease since. In addition, the proportion of the study on the 'composition principle'
was small compared to the entire studies, and furthermore, has tended to gradually reduce since
the 2000's. In contrast, studies on 'change and systems' covering such themes as change and
growth of a city, urban regeneration, and urban policies and systems, have tended to increase

since the 2000's.

In the meantime, the results of the review on sectoral trends in relevant studies show that,
research institutes under the umbrella of the central government were actively engaged in studies
on laws and policies, and studies aimed to apply foreign theories to urban space and urban policy
of Korea. On the other hand, regional research institutes briskly carried out studies on urban
structure, urban renewal, and urban regeneration of the region concerned. As for academic

societies, there is a tendency that the studies are distinctive according to the characteristics of

- summary -
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the academic group concerned. In universities, studies that reflect recent issues such as urban

regeneration, landscape and urban renewal have begun to gradually emerge.

4. Sectoral Trends of Study and Prospect

Chapter Four deals with the trends in the sectoral studies and future prospect, given that studies
on urban space of Korea are varied depending on different disciplines. First of all, the study
points out that, for the study on small villages currently underway in the field of architecture,
it is necessary to collect and arrange data on villages based on actual survey that are accumulated
so far, and explore new data. In addition, it is essential to find new research methodologies
matching the objective of the village research. Coupled with this, an interdisciplinary study

between historical science, anthropology, folklore and geography is considered to be required.

In the field of urbanology, it is predicted that studies that present a Korean model will be
consistently conducted, following the recent paradigm shift in planning represented in low
population growth, redevelopment of urban center and urban regeneration, futuristic urban model
development, environment-friendliness, etc. The study raises the need for a home-grown theory

on Korean urban space and urban design.

5. Conclusions

Discussions on Korean urban space are not consolidated but should proceed in the way in



- summary -

which the cultural identity of the community living in this age and in this space can be realized
according to the contemporary values. Furthermore, they should continue in the future. In this
vein, the study has been carried out as a preliminary study for future studies. For the reason, the
study aims to review a variety of research accomplishments on present urban situations of Korea,

while unbound to the discussion on Koreanness.

In further studies, it is expected that, an urban paradigm should be established in order to
achieve the grand goal of the realization of Korean urban space. Based on that, studies should
be conducted on urban design techniques and planning methods, and eventually urban-related

laws and policy directions.

keyword : Koreanness, Urban Koreanness, Urban Space, Urban Design, History of Studies on

Korean Urban Space
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